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President's Message

This year marks the 175th anniversary of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions, which
started in Pittsburgh in 1837. As we celebrate this missional heritage at Pittsburgh
Seminary, we also recognize that rapid cultural change is taking place both here at home
and around the world. What should Christian mission look like in this current global reality?
On March 23-24, at the World Mission Initiative Conference 2012: Relevant Church in a
Changing World, we will explore how to answer this important question.

On-campus conferences at PTS provide wonderful opportunities for the exchange of ideas
between people within and outside of our immediate community. This year, three keynote
speakers at the WMI conference will catalyze discussions on the topic of Christian mission.

First, the Rev. Hunter Farrell, director of Presbyterian World Mission since 2007, will share
with our community the energy, creativity, resources, and commitment of the thousands of
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Christian congregations he has brought together through his work with the General
Assembly Mission Council. The Rev. Farrell and his wife, Ruth, served as missionaries for
five years in the Democratic Republic of Congo and for a decade in Peru.

The Rev. Dr. John Azumah, professor of global Christianity and Islam at Columbia
Theological Seminary and an ordained pastor in the Presbyterian Church of Ghana, will also
speak at the conference. An expert in Islam and in Christian-Muslim relations, the Rev. Dr.
Azumah has served as a pastor, church planter, and missionary. Before taking his position
at Columbia, he directed the Centre for Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations at London
School of Theology.

Chris Haw, emergent-church leader and co-author of Jesus for President, will provide a non-
traditional perspective on mission. Chris and his family are members of Camden Houses, a
small Christian community in Camden, N.J. In addition to being a carpenter, painter, and
potter, Chris is a self-described theologian who teaches religious studies at Cabrini College
in Radnor, Pa. He has been interviewed by Christianity Today, Sojourners, CNN, and Al-
Jazeera and was featured in the DVD series "Another World Is Possible" and the
documentary The Ordinary Radicals.

I encourage you to attend the WMI Conference later this month. Besides hearing
outstanding and challenging keynote addresses, you'll be able to attend a variety of
workshops, network with mission agencies at the mission fair, and connect with others in
our region who are passionate about mission. I hope you will join us.

Sincerely,
The Rev. Dr. William J. Carl III
President and Professor of Homiletics

P.S. To register for Relevant Church in a Changing World via the web, go to
http://www.worldmissioninitiative.org/WMI Conference.htm.

Students Spend Spring Break on Cross-Cultural Mission Trips

PTS students, alums, administrators, and community members are currently exploring
mission opportunities abroad during the Seminary's spring break. Four students are with the
Rev. Dr. Don Dawson, director of World Mission Initiative, in Nepal where they are
worshiping with this growing church and learning about their ministry challenges in the
Hindu nation. Traveling to the islands of Trinidad and Tobago are five others under the
leadership of the Rev. John Welch '02, vice president for student service and dean of
students. Under the guidance of the Rev. Georgette John '08, they will serve in various
ministries of the Moravian church including a health clinic and religious instruction in public
schools. A group of 29 from the Seminary community and Shadyside Presbyterian Church,
under the leadership of the Rev. Dr. Craig Barnes, Robert Meneilly Professor of Leadership
and Ministry at PTS and pastor of Shadyside, are traveling to the Holy Land, with the
purpose of supporting and encouraging the Palestinian Church. A group of three students is
visiting a country in Southeast Asia with the Rev. Jennifer Haddox '06, associate director of
World Mission Initiative, to meet with church leaders of the United Presbyterian Church and
to serve in campus and youth ministry events. In Guatemala is a group of 10 with
Stephanie Bell, World Mission Initiative Advisory Board member and elder at The Open
Door. The group will be immersed in the work of ASELSI Ministries serving in a health clinic
and Bible school in the city of Chichicastenango. These trips are coordinated through the
Seminary's World Mission Initiative. Please pray that their cross cultural journeys are safe
and fruitful.

Financial Aid Director Advocates for Student Issues at Upcoming
Conference
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary Director of Financial Aid Cheryl De Paolis will attend the
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2012 NASFAA (National Association of Student Financial Aid Administrators) Leadership and
Legislative Conference as one of two nominated representatives. De Paolis serves as the
Pennsylvania Financial Aid Training Chair for PASFAA (Pennsylvania Association of Student
Financial Aid Administrators). In that role she oversees the training that takes place
throughout the state. The capstone activity of the Leadership Conference will be a visit to
Capitol Hill, where conference participants will advocate directly with their congressional
delegation on behalf of their students. De Paolis has served with PASFAA for 11 years and
this is the first time she will attend the annual event, held March 4-6, 2012, in Washington,
D.C.

CE Course Explores Genesis and the Moral Imagination

The Seminary will present "Genesis and the Moral Imagination" Mondays from 10:00 a.m.-
12:15 p.m., March 12-April 2, 2012. The Rev. Dr. Jerome Creach, Robert C. Holland
Professor of Old Testament, will lead the discussion. This course explores Old Testament
creation passages and what they tell about the moral life. Participants will examine
passages from the books of Genesis, Exodus, and Psalms. Among the subjects for study will
be: The image of God and non-violence; Sabbath and the moral life; and the relationship
between man and woman. Learn more online.

Spiritual Formation Elective Explores Renewal

Join us for the upcoming spiritual formation certificate program elective "Spiritual Renewal
in the Second Half of Life" March 22-25, 2012. Tammy Wiens Sorge, pastor and former
denominational associate for spiritual formation, will lead the course. The second half of life
is an invitation to rest from the frantic search for one's place in the world and to begin
enjoying a new level of spiritual awareness. As human beings we are created to enjoy the
presence of the life-giving God, but in the first half of life we are often too preoccupied with
issues of identity and vocation to give sufficient attention to our spirituality. As we move
into the second half of life, we discover greater freedom to let go of superficial
achievements and material values so that we may invest ourselves in a deeper, more
authentic relationship with God. Learn more online.

Schaff Lectures Address Social Ethics

The annual Schaff Lectures will be held Wed., March 28, 2012 at the Seminary. Keynote
speaker is Dr. Gary Dorrien, Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics at Union Theological
Seminary, New York City, N.Y. These lectures are free and open to the public. This year's
Schaff Lectures will address the topic "Renewing Christian Social Ethics: Economic
Democracy Then and Now." Lectures include "Inventing Social Christianity: The World as
the Subject of Redemption" at 11:30 a.m.; "Realism in Question: The Niebuhrian Critique
and Legacy" at 2:30 p.m.; and "Economic Crisis, Economic Democracy, and
OccupyWallStreet" at 7:30 p.m. In addition to the lectures, the Seminary will also host a
dinner at 6:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 and can be purchased in advance or at the door. Learn
more online.
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